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By Rockie Richardson

(Excerpts from Encyclopae-
dia Britannica's Guide to Black
History, “The History of Black
History Month;” Famous People,
Women, Facts, Leaders and
Events; 2012)

February marks the begin-
nings of Black History Month, a
federally recognized, nationwide
celebration that provides the
opportunity for all Americans to

SCHOOL

"e History Of Black History Month

that they gained a respectable
presence in the history books.
Blacks Absent from History
Books

Dr. Carter G. Woodson (1875-

QGLQJ

tory Week, 1926 Dr. Carter G.
Woodson was considered to be
a pioneer in the study of African
American history, and is given
much of the credit for Black His-
tory Month. The son of former

UHAHFW RQ VLJQL ¢ F EaQay, WoBiSdr ¥pekt KDNId-

African Americans have played
in the shaping of U.S. history. But
how did this celebration come to
be —and why does it take place in

February?
We should emphasize not
1HJUR +LVWRU\

in history. What we need is not
a history of selected races or
nations, but the history of the
world void of national bias, race
hate, and religious prejudice.
Americans have recognized
black history annually since
(UVW DV
Week” and later as "Black His-
tory Month.” What you might
not know is that black history
had barely begun to be studied,
or even documented, when the
tradition originated. Although
blacks have been in America at
least as far back as colonial times,
il was not until the 20 ™ century

hood working in coalmines and
quarries. He received his educa-
tion during the four-month term
that was customary for black
schools at the time. At age 19,
having taught himself English

E X Wiundarehtals Hand Rarithmetic,

Woodson entered high school,
where he completed a four-year
curriculum in two years. He went
on to receive his Masters degree
in history from the University
of Chicago, and he eventually
earned a PhD from Harvard.

31HJUR Aslaviatiei)we owe the cel-

ebration of Black History Month,
and more importantly the study
of black history, to Dr. Carter G.
Woodson. However, this impres-

AHJ

JHQHUDOO\ LQ ZD\V
the inferior social position they
were assigned at the time.
Established  Journal
Negro History
UModsary always one to act
on his ambitions, decided to take
on the challenge of writing black
Americans into the nation’s his-
tory. He established the Asso-
FLDWLRQ
Life and History (now called
the Association for the Study of
Afro-American Life and History)
in 1915, and a year later founded
the widely respected Journal of
1HJUR +LVWRU\

From the beginning, Wood-
son was overwhelmed by the
response to his call.

1HJUR +LVWRU\
across the country in schools and
before the public. The 1920s was
WKH GHFDGH RI WK
a name given to the Post-War |
generation because of its rising
racial pride and consciousness.
Urbanization and industrial-
ization had brought over a mil-
lion African Americans from
the rural South into big cities of
the nation. The expanding black

of
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in his studies that history books
largely ignored the black Ameri-
can population-and when blacks

pants in and consumers of black
literature and culture. Black his-
tory clubs sprang up, teachers
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' Date Day Opponent  Game Time Place
27-Feb  Mon. Morrilton V&IV 4:30 Home
28-Feb Tues. Clarksville V&JV 5:00 Away
1-Mar  Thurs. Pottsville V&IV 4:30  Away
5-Mar  Mon. *Paris Varstiy 4:30 Home
8-Mar  Thurs. *Perryville V&IV 4:30 Home
9-Mar  Fri. Dardanelle V&IV 5.00 Away
12-Mar Mon. *Lamar V&IV 4:30  Away
13-Mar Tues. Russellville V&IV 4:30 Home
15-Mar Thurs. *Charleston V&IV 430  Away

3/16&17 Fri.,Sat. Tourn.of Champ\onsVarsnyTBA Burns Park
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26-Mar Mon. *Lavaca
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2-Apr Mon.  Dover V&IV 4:30 Home
5-Apr  Thurs. *Paris V&IV 430  Away
9-Apr  Mon. *Perryville V&IV 4:30  Away
10-Apr  Tues. Waldron V&IV 5:00 Home
12-Apr  Thurs. *Lamar V&IV 4:30 Home
19-Apr  Thurs. *Lavaca V&IV 4:30 Home
20-Apr  Fri. Clarksville V&IV 500 Home
23-Apr  Mon. *Charleston V&JV 4:30 Home
26-Apr Thurs. Pottsville V&IV 4:30 Home
5/4,5,7 Regional Tournament Varsity TBA
5/10,11&12 State Tournament Varsity TBA
5/18&19 State Finals Varsity TBA  Bogle Field

Lady RedDevil Softball Roster

Seniors

7 Hayden Martin

3 Kourtney Stubbs
Juniors

18 Kristen Brown

4 Alyssa Childress
35 Brittanie Handley
00 Jagger Hendrix
21 Marisa Rodgers
30 Mary Thompson
1 Terilyn Wade
Sophomores

14 Allie Cumnock
24 Makayla Harris

8 Tabatha Lamb
Brianna Reeves
Jacqueline Reeves

32 Sidney Thomas

10 Emily Ward

Morgan Warren

33 Jordan Wilson

Freshman

Ashley Duvall

Bryanna Martin

15 Chey Reel

12 Alex Webb

Manager Andrea Duvall

their pupils, and progressive
whites stepped up and endorsed
the efforts.

KH GHYHOR
HlstoryWesk Woodson believed
that “the achievements of the
1HJUR SURSHUO\
crown him as a factor in early
human progress and a maker of
modern civilization.”

IRU WKH 6

Dr. Carter G. Woodson

xIn what would become a
civil-rights movement milestone,
D JURXS RI EODFN *U
college students began a sit-in at

‘HH R geateiuspgworth's lunch

counter.

February 21, 1965

H wxHMalcalm J3X) Rhe militant

leader who promoted Black
1DWLRQDOLVP ZDV
by three Black Muslims.

Disturbed that history text-
books largely ignored America's
black population, Woodson took
on the challenge of writing black
Americans into the nation’s his-
tory. To do this, Woodson estab-
lished the Association for the
6WXG\ RI 1HJUR /LIH
He also founded the group’s
widely respected publication, the

where, and non-scholarly works
appeared from  “mushroom
presses.” In America, nothing
popular escapes either com-
mercialization or eventual trivi-

alization, and so Woodson, the
constant reformer, had his hands
full in promoting celebrations

worthy of the people who had
made the history.

In the 1940s, efforts began
slowly within the black commu-
nity to expand the study of black
history in the schools and black
history celebrations before the
public. In the South, black teach-
HUV RIWHQ WDXJKW
as a supplement to United States
KLVWRU\

Hhe groveRapReperted that his
teacher would hide Woodson's
textbook beneath his desk to
avoid drawing the wrath of the
principal. During the Civil Rights
Movement in the South, the
Freedom Schools incorporated
\blagk Wistaryrntaghe puvieuium
to advance social change. The
1HJUR KLVWRU\ PR
an intellectual insurgency that
was part of every larger effort to
transform race relations.

Well before his death in
1950, Woodson believed that
the weekly celebrations — not
hegsBIdK ereeierasion of black
history — would eventually come
to an end. In fact, Woodson

-RXUQDO RI 1HJUR +LNevweRr viawed black history as

.Q 1HJUR
Week expanded into Black His-
SoeqyGMarthg The month is also
sometimes referred to as Afri-
can American Heritage Month.

V H Woodsow ahage tize seaond week

of February for the celebration
because it marks the birthdays of

+ l[avaneRigek affair.

He pressed

2QH HDUO\

spoke, began to celebrate Febru
DU\ DV 1HJUR +LVW

In Chicago, a now forgot-
ten cultural activist, Fredrick H.
Hammaurabi, started celebrat-
LQJ 1HJUR +LVWRU)\
mid-1960s. Having taken an
African name in the 1930s, Ham-
maurabi used his cultural center,
the House of Knowledge, to fuse
African consciousness with the
study of the black past. By the late
1960s, as young blacks on colleg
campuses became increasingl
conscious of links with Africa,
Black History Month replaced
1HJUR +HILWWRW\ :HH{
ing pace. Within the Association,
yBUh@Higdlledubls, it of the
awakening, prodded Woodson's
organization to change with the
times. They succeeded.

.Q &IW\ \HDU"
ce\ebra!lon the Assocwauon usec
LWV LQAXHQFH WR
the shifts from a week to a month
DQG IURP 1HJUR KL
history. Since the mid-1970s,
Y eVBryl AnWricahpiésident, Dem-

ocrat and Republican, has issuec
proclamations  endorsing the
Association's annual theme.
What Carter G. Woodson
would say about the continued
celebrations is unknown, but
he would smile on all honest
efforts to make black history a
¢HOG RI VHULRXV -
vide the public with thought-
ful celebrations. (Daryl Michael

IRU VFKRROV WR XYV Bcott, HRrbfd®sor loV History at

tory Week to demonstrate what
students learned all year. In the
same vein, he established a black
studies extension program to
reach adults throughout the year.
It was in this sense that blacks

WZR PHQ ZKR JUHDW @ould ¢eAR lftiei gast on a

'XULQJ 1HJUR +LVwtheublackiAmerican population:

Woodson used it as an initiative
to bring national attention to the
contributions of black peoples
l out American history.
\Ir\%%lo% n chose the second week
RI J)HEUXDU\ 1H
Week because it marks the birth-
days of two men who greatly
LQAXHQFHG WKH EO
population: Frederick Douglass
and Abraham Lincoln. However,
February has much more than
Douglass and Lincoln to show for
LWV VLIQL¢{FDQFH -L
can history. For example:

February 23, 1868

X W.E.B. DuBois, important
civil rights leader and co-founder
RI WKH 1$$&3
tion for the Advancement of Col-
ored People) was born.

February 3, 1870

xThe 15th Amendment was
passed, granting blacks the right
to vote.

February 25, 1870

Xx7KH ¢UVW EODFEN
tor, Hiram R. Revels (1822-1901),
WRRN KLV RDWK RI R

February 12, 1909

X 7KH
for the Advancement of Colored
3HRSOH 1$$&3 ZDV
a group of concerned black and
ZKLWH FLWL]HQV LQ

February 1, 1960

Hikes, Hearts and Hugs Weekend
scheduled at Petit Jean State Park

Petit Jean State Park's
annual Hikes, Hearts and Hugs
event will be held this February
11 and 12. Although the park’'s
Mather Lodge and restaurant
are closed for a major renova
tion, cabins are still available
to rent. Planned programs are
geared toward couples and
include several guided hikes,
including one to the bottom

of the park’s largest waterfall,
Cedar Falls. Visitors will also
have the chance to hear stories
such as the “Romantic Legend
of Petit Jean”, as well as play a

to the public this year. For a
complete schedule of events,
please visit our website at www.
petitjeanstatepark.com and
click on “Things to Do.” For

JDPH EDVHG RQ W KHmeEH#@matdrG contact the
*DPH’ DQG VSHFL¢F D fatkat@dtitiehd@rkansas.com

for couples, called “How Well Do
<RX 5H

Hikes, Hearts and Hugs
programming is free and open

DOO\ .QRZ OH"For

or by phone at (501) 727-5441.
information about cabin
reservations, you may call (501)
727-5431 or 1-800-264-2462.

Scholarships
available

Arkansas Community Foun-
dation announces the availabil-
ity of scholarship awards for
Arkansas students whose par-
ents have died in service to their
nation, state or community. The
awards are funded by income
from the Arkansas Service
Memorial Fund, an endowment
fund created in the mid-1980s
largely through the fundraising
HITRUWYV RI 6KHI¢HO
1984, income from the fund has
provided 128 scholarships total-
ing over $157,500. Visit arcf.
org to download the application
form or contact Lisa Duckworth
at 501-372-1116 or by e-mail
Iduckworth@arcf.org to receive
a copy. Applications received by
May 1, 2012, will be given prior-
ity.

Arkansas Community Foun-
dation makes grants to improve
the quality of life in our state and
collaborates with individuals,
families and organizations to
build local communities through
philanthropy. At the close of the

¢VFDO \HDU $5&)

than $150 million in assets and
has provided more than $90
million in grants since it began
operation in 1976. Contributions
to ARCEF, its funds and any of its

ORFDO DI¢(¢OLDWH
tax deductible

g

Frederick Douglass  (Febru-
ary 14) and escaped slave who
became on of the foremost black
abolitionists and civil rights lead-
ers in the nation, and President
JAbRham hngoR February 12),
who signed the Emancipation
Proclamation, which abolished
Blevery $PAmericepagnfederate
states.

Because of his work, Dr.
Carter G. Woodson has been
repeatedly referred to as the
QFahe of Blackg fisiony.L

The story of Black History
Month begins in Chicago during
the late summer of 1915. An
alumnus of the University of Chi-

1D W L R QaO@OWE MR frignds in the

city, Carter G. Woodson traveled
from Washington, D.C. to partic-
ipate in a national celebration of

daily basis that he looked for-
ward to the time when an annual
celebration would no longer be
necessary.

Generations before Morgan
Freeman and other advocates

Howard University; Vice-Pres-
ident of Program ASALH: The
Association for the Study of Afri-
can American Life and History,
2012).
ABOUT THE WRITER

Rachelle “Rockie” Richardson
is a graduate of Arkansas Tecl
University. She holds a Master
of Arts Degree (MLA) degree
in Social Sciences and holds
Bachelor of Arts in History and
Political Science (minor in Philos-

of all-year

ophy). 1 is a local free-

Woodson believed that black his-
tory was too important to Amer-
ica and the world to be crammed
into a limited time frame. He
VSRNH RI
WRU\
The 1960s had a dramatic
effect on the study and celebra-
tion of black history. Before the
GHFDGH zZDV RYHU
Week would be well on its way to
becoming Black History Month.
The shift to a month-long cel-
ebration began even before Dr.
Woodson's death. As early as the
1940s, blacks in West Virginia,

WKH ¢ IWLHWK DQQEY RUsiateuwhere Waodson often

cipation sponsored by the state
of lllinois. Thousands of African
Americans traveled from across
tige goungHtQ gee exhibits high-
lighting the progress their people
Ihag¢ made since the destruction
of slavery. Awarded a doctorate

1DWLRQDO $at\HRrarod weerygars earlier,

Woodson joined the other exhib-
litors @ith |8 Wagk istory display.
Like most ideas that reso-
ns(g vv&hzubwsmmwthe times,
UR +LVWRU\ :HHN
more dynarmc than Woodson or
the Association could control. By
the 1930s, Woodson complained
about the intellectual charla-
tans, black and white, popping
up everywhere seeking to take
advantage of the public inter-
est in black history. He warned
teachers not to invite speakers
who had less knowledge than the
students themselves. Increas-
ingly publishing houses that had
previously ignored black topics
and authors rushed to put books
on the market and in the schools
Instant experts appeared every-

lance writer and historian. She
is a member of Central Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) and
is also a member of Russellville

D VKLIW U Rifst Wdskhtily ofLGod Church.
‘HHN WR 1HJUR

RithaMsBriS a<reyDI&t judge for
Arkansas History Day in Conway
DQG D &t
Public in Arkansas. She is also

1BHURN kL, M® RIRUUHF\
by profession is a Paralegal/Lega
Assistant, having obtained train-
ing from South Central Career
&ROOHJH DQG 1DWI
Corporation. She is also a life-
long martial artist in TaeKwonDo
(Korean Karate).

Atkins School Menu
Monday — Chicken Strips or
Mozzarella Max Stixs, green
beans, pears, fresh fruit.
Tuesday — Mac & Beef or
Hoagie, salad, frozen fruit bar,
fresh fruit.
SU:Ry

gets or Hamburger, fries, pork n’
beans, apple wedges.

VGD\ = %HHI
Hot Dog, salad, pineapple, fresh
fruit.

Friday — Mini Corn Dogs
or Sausage Pizza, peas & car-
rots, fresh fruit, strawberries,
brownie.

Pottsville School Menu

O0RQGD
mashed potatoes, green beans,
roll, fruit.

7XHVGD\ =

Hot Dog, corn, salad, cake.
Wednesday — Chicken Sand
wich or Chef Salad, pickle spear
fruit.
Thursday — Frito Chili Pie
or Flat Bread Sandwich, green
peas, corn, orange smiles

W&RDE H: & K I F N HR@idaly %-JHamburger or Hot

Dog, fries, fudge bar.

1D F KéMr $ehool Menu

Monday — Spaghetti, garlic
roll, green beans, peaches.

Tuesday — Hoagie, carrots,
celery, dressing, chips, apple-
sauce.

Wednesday — Lasagna, greet
beans, garlic roll, gelatin with
fruit.

\ £ &KLFNHQ 1Xhudsday V- Chili, crackers,

cheese toast, pears.
Friday — Chicken Sandwich,

OHDW 1E&hipK RiskleRsttawberries.
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Lindsey Wi|SOWner/CosmetoIo&Katie DUVéHos:metologisi
Jeieeve Elizabeth
W%QI\?HI[ESEE startlng at $25.00. She has more than 30 years' ex|

@ Come Check Out Our Great Specials and

@ Pamper-Me Packages for Valentine’s Day!
*LIW FHUWL¢;FDWHV DUH
@ Tanning specials starting at $15.00 a month!

HURRY IN because deals like this don't last forever! Walk ins are
ko Falvays welcome or call and make your appointment with
%~ Lindsey, Katie or Elizabeth today +
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